RattlesnakeFern (Botrychium-virginianum)
Thisdistinctive fern has atriangular frond and a spore-

bearing stalk arising fromits center. Itisfond of low
forests.

Fragile Fern (Cystopterisfragilis)
Thisisthe most common fern on forested slopes of the

refuge. Itisrather delicate, and averages about 6-8 inches
inlength.

Crested Fern (Dryopteriscristata)
An uncommon species, with fronds that have short, broad
segments. It likes shaded, north-facing slopes.

Common Ferns
of Minnesota Valley

Marsh Fern (Thelypterispalustris)
Thisissimilar to Lady Fern in appearance and habitat, but it
isonly pinnate-pinnatifid, rather than bi-pinnate.

L ady Fern (Athyriumfilix-femina)
Thisisamedium-to-largefern, divided bi-pinnately (twice).
It ismost commonly found in low, wet areas, and is soft and
pleasantly fragrant. Fruit dots are kidney-shaped.

Spinulose Shield-fern (Dryopterisspinulosa)
Thisspeciesisvery similar to Lady Fern, butissmaller, has
round fruit dots, and typically likes shaded slopes.

Sensitive Fern (Onoclea sensibilis)
A speciesof low, wet areas, thisisafairly large (1-2 feet)
fern, with rather thick, leathery foliage. Notethe*pinnate- . . '
pinnatifid” fronds (divided once, with the divisionscutonly o the“:;‘g?{:i:ﬁg;&ﬁii’g;?ﬁﬁg ke
partway to their midaes). shaded north-facing slopes. Its shiny black stems are
unique.
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Common Polypody (Polypodium virginianum) R 22
With distinctively pinnatifid fronds (not fully divided into ;62 r"i] “
pinnate segments), this speciesis found primarily on rocky b —'_,,-!‘.

outcrops, asat Louisville Swamp. -

Ostrich Fern (Matteuccia struthiopteris)
These waist-high ferns can grow in large coloniesin
lowland forests. Several populationsexistinLouisville
Swamp. Like Sensitive Fern, aseparate, brown fertile stalk
arises within the fronds.



